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   On October 26, 2009, the Jewish Lawyers 

Association presented the Neil T. Shayne        

Distinguished Service Award to the Hon.  

Leonard B. Austin for his contributions to and 

achievements in the Courts and his community. 

Our Honoree was introduced by the Supervising 

Appellate Justice Gail Prudenti.  

       Justice Austin has shown leadership and 

commitment to the ideals and values set forth 

both in secular and Jewish law. Prior to his 

recent ascension to the Appellate Division, in 

1998, he was elected to the Supreme Court 10th 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 
APRIL 22, 2010: Network and Nosh Event: LinkedIn,  
Twitter and Facebook. What attorneys need to know to 
catch up with 21st c. technology. See page 6. 
 
JUNE 14, 2010: JLA BBQ at the Nassau County Bar  
Association at 5:30 p.m. 
 
OCTOBER 25, 2010: Annual Dinner and Installation of 
Officers and Board Members at the East Meadow Jewish 
Center at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 For updated information  

Please visit our  
website: www.jlanassau.org 

 Second term President Jane K. Cristal presenting the    

Neil T. Shayne Distinguished Service Award to the  

Honoree: Appellate  Division Justice Leonard B. Austin, 

with  Appellate Division Presiding Justice Gail Prudenti. 
       (contôd on page 2) 

    (contôd on page 4) 

Hon. Ruth Balkin swearing in the JLA officers 

for a second term: (l. to r.)  

Michael Ratner, Esq., 1st Vice-President;  

Jonathan Kroll, Esq., 2nd Vice-President;  

Alan Schwartz, Esq., 3rd Vice-President; 

Nancy Bernheim, Esq., Recording Secretary;  

Hon. Edward Maron, Corresponding Secretary;  

Samuel Rieff, Esq., Treasurer; 

Hon. Hope Schwartz-Zimmerman, Financial Secretary;  

Hon. Denise Sher, Board Member;  

and Hon. Leonard Austin, Board Member. 
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(contôd  from  page 1  Installation Dinner) 

Ellen Miller (standing l to r) with her husband, Support Mag-

istrate Neil Miller; Dr. Robert Cristal, Psychologist, and his 

wife, Jane K. Cristal, Esq.; Hon. Norman Janowitz; Jan  

Goldman, Esq. with his wife, Margot; Michael Ratner, Esq.; 

Kenneth Landau, Esq.; and Barbara Janowitz; (sitting l to r)  

Edward Waldman, Esq.; and Referee Lawrence Schaffer . 

 

 

 

    

Appellate Division Justice Ruth Balkin introduced and installed 

Jane K. Cristal, Esq.,  JLA’s first 2nd term President.  

Appellate Division Justice and JLA honoree Justice Leonard B.  

Austin (l. to r.); JLA President Jane K. Cristal;  

Hon. Pauline Balkin, recipient of the JLA’s Paul J. Widlitz 

Award; Appellate Division Justice Ruth Balkin; Supreme Court 

Referee Lawrence Schaffer; and Presiding Justice of the  

Appellate Division, Second Department, Gail Prudenti. 

JLA 1st Vice-President Michael Ratner, Esq.; (l to r) 

Hon. Leonard B. Austin; 

Hon. Kenneth Gartner; 

and Dean Howard  Glickstein. 

Hon. Jeffrey Brown; 

David Pinkowitz, 

DCP Marketing; and 

Riva Schwartz, with 

her husband, Alan 

Schwartz, Esq. 

Hon. Andrew Engler (l. to r.); Hon. Hope Schwartz–  

Zimmerman, Supervising Judge of Nassau County Family 

Court; Appellate Division Justice  Joseph Covello;  

Presiding Appellate Division Justice Hon. Gail  Prudenti;  

Michelle Gartner, wife of Hon. Kenneth Gartner;  

Hon. Anthony Marano, Supervising Judge of Nassau County  

Supreme Court; Hon. Norman Janowitz. 

Help the Haitian Children Help the Haitian Children Help the Haitian Children    

     Rabbi Allan Tuffs, Temple Beth El Hollywood, 

Florida, is part of Hollywood Cares, an interfaith project 

that funds an orphanage of four houses of 30 Haitian  

children.  They are seeking to raise money to help their 

orphanage that was damaged from the recent earthquake 

in Haiti. Below is a photo from the rally for their cause.     

Join JLA to help them succeed.  Hollywood Cares takes 

care of all housing, clothing, medical care,  toys,  

schooling, food and fresh water for the children.  

Please send your check to: 

Hollywood Cares;  

Rabbi Tuffs;  

Temple Beth El,  

1351 S. 14th Avenue, 

Hollywood,  

Florida 33020.  
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LIGHTING UP LIGHTING UP LIGHTING UP 

LIFE WITH  LIFE WITH  LIFE WITH     

CHANUKAH CHANUKAH CHANUKAH    

  

JLA’s Chaplain, Isaac Blachor, 

speaks of the wonders of  Chanukah before  

lighting the Menorah.  

Linda Prizer, Esq.; Joseph Loritz, Esq.; 

and Michael Tochman, Esq.                                       

Hon. Randy Sue Marber ( l to r); Hon. Jeffrey Brown;             

Isa Kantor, Esq.; and Hon. Denise Sher.                                       

     On Monday, December 14, 2009, JLA invited its 

membership and guests to a celebration of Chanukah. 

With passed hors d’oeuvres, sizzling latkes, an open 

bar and live music, the bench and bar enjoyed the  

Festival of Lights in style. But Chanukah is more than 

hors d’oeuvres and latkes. It is a celebration of the  

miraculous triumph of faith and dedication over sheer 

military force. Chanukah represents two miracles. The 

first was by the Macabees’ rout of the powerful Syrian

-Greek army of Antiochus IV. The second, the Miracle 

of Lights, occurred during the rededication of the Holy 

Temple in Jerusalem, when oil enough for one day, 

burned for eight. Chanukah today is a holiday filled 

with joy and sharing. It is also a day dedicated to  

remembering our Jewish heritage.   

 

 
 

JLA WELCOMES  

LAW STUDENTS  
 The Jewish Law Students Association at Hofstra 

and at St. John’s serve the interests of their Jewish  

students by providing members an opportunity to 

develop relationships, attend a variety of social  

programs and professional events. The student-members 

benefit by having a ready-access to networking and  

socializing during the years of their professional study. 

By joining the Jewish Lawyers Association of Nassau 

County, they enjoy a head start into their professional 

lives. JLA has extended an invitation to law students to 

join the Association at a discounted rate of $10 per year.  

 Joining provides the new lawyers with an imme-

diate professional and social networking base from 

which to grow. Young lawyers have enjoyed  

introduction and access to JLA members who are either 

experienced lawyers or judges. One success story is 

JLA’s 1st Vice President, Michael Ratner, Esq., who was 

recently named a partner of Abrams, Fensterman, et al, 

is soon to become the Association’s youngest president. 

His wife, Candice Ratner, Esq., an associate with  

L’Abbatte, Balkin, Colavita & Contini, LL.P., is soon to 

become the associate editor of the JLA Newsletter.  

Michael and Candice each joined JLA during their  

transition from student to attorney. JLA continues to 

thrive as a source for lawyers of all ages seeking camara-
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 The history of Persian Jewry dates back 

to the sixth century BCE and the times of Daniel, 

Ezra and other biblical luminaries.  Despite the  

occasional semblance of peace, the Jewish com-

munity suffered exile and abuse under the reigns 

of various regimes. Jews reached an age of peace 

and prosperity under the late Shah, yet these  

freedoms proved too elusive with the Islamic  

Revolution of 1979.  Contact with Israel was soon 

punished with persecution. Common accusations 

included espionage and treason. 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      In search of a better future, thousands of Jews 

fled to Israel and the United States. Many families 

settled in the Jewish community of Great Neck, 

New York, joining their more opportunistic cous-

ins who had come to America prior to the revolu-

tion. Though geographically uprooted, the immi-

grant generation was able to preserve its heritage. 

In the decades since, they have built synagogues, 

started kosher restaurants, and organized Jewish 

educational programs. With these opportunities, 

the community is likely to maintain its Jewish 

identity for generations to come. Yet it is unlikely 

that future generations will understand the lan-

guage and culture of their ancestors.  

 

Persian Jews In AmericaPersian Jews In AmericaPersian Jews In America   
By: Nili Farzan   

Jews of Iran, circa 1918 

Judicial District.  He is one of the few justices to 

have sat in both the Nassau and Suffolk County 

Supreme Courts.  Before his election to the  

judiciary, Justice Austin had practiced law for 

twenty (20) years. 

     In addition to his many published decisions, 

Justice Austin has written articles appearing in 

The Family Law Review, Banking Law Journal, 

Physicians Management Magazine, Cranes New 

York Business and the American Medical News. 

Further, he has lectured, among many groups,  for 

the New York State Bar Association, Nassau 

County Bar Association, the Mid-Atlantic Confer-

ence of Chief Justices and the American Psychiat-

ric Association. 

     He has also dedicated his time and energy to 

the Jewish community where he has served as 

President and trustee of Temple Beth Torah in 

Westbury.  He also served on the Board of        

Directors of the United Synagogue for conserva-

tive Judaism as well as on the Board of the Jewish 

Lawyers Association of Nassau County. 

     In addition to the Neil T. Shayne Award, JLA 

honors judges who have served the legal and  

Jewish communities with distinction with the Paul 

J. Widlitz Award . This year, the award was given 

to   Judge Pauline C.  Balkin. In her acceptance 

speech, Judge Balkin delighted the audience with 

her outstanding wit and charm as she recounted    

memorable experiences on the bench.  

      Also noteworthy, in her acceptance speech, 

incoming President Jane K. Cristal, Esq. spoke of 

the growth and progress of the JLA and expressed 

her sincere appreciation to the Officers and Board 

for having given her the opportunity to complete 

projects underway by electing her to a second term 

in office. With continued dedication, the Officers 

and Board members will likewise continue in their 

respective positions for the upcoming year. The 

Officers and Board members were privileged to 

have been sworn in by JLA member, Appellate 

Justice Ruth Balkin.   

    The event took place at the East Meadow     

Jewish Center. Consistent with the 36 year  

Tradition, the evening was filled with camaraderie, 

great food and music. The turn out was  

exceptional. Plans for next year’s event are already 

in the works. Please mark your calendars for   

 

                                                          

(contôd from page  1) 
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"Let's raise it up!" and in three 
shakes of a calf's tail, an interior 
wall of a Habitat for Humanity 
house stood vertical. The newly 
framed wall was lifted through 
the power of youthful strength provided by a group of  
teenagers spending six weeks in Amarillo to learn the  
spirit of "tikkun olam" - "repair of the world" in  
Hebrew . 

       Sixteen rising high school juniors and seniors from  
the East Coast and Midwest, are in Amarillo under the  
auspices of the American Jewish Society for Service,  
based in Bethesda, Md. 
     The group, which first sent a team to Amarillo in 1985, 
aims to provide an experience that will encourage Jewish 
young people to devote some part of their lives to tikkun 
olam, said Larry Green, chairman of the board of  
directors for AJSS. The teens, who are supervised by  
four youth leaders, are building a Habitat for Humanity 

house among their schedule of activities.  

American Jewish American Jewish American Jewish    

Society for ServicesSociety for ServicesSociety for Services   

     The American Jewish  

Society for Service was 

 established in 1951 for the purpose of linking  

 social conscience to Jewish 

consciousness by engaging 

teenagers in acts of tikkun 

olam – repairing the world – 

one house, one park, one 

community center at a time. 

The AJSS mission: build 

leaders by inspiring volun-

teers to put their Jewish values into action while  

providing service to commu-

nities in need and developing 

skills for independent living. 

 

     Here’s one example of 

their tikkun olam successes in 

Amarillo, Texas in July 2009, 

according to one of its partic-

ipants, Cheryl Berzankis, 

who wrote: 

Book ReviewBook ReviewBook Review   

   July 16, 1942 is the starting 

point for “Sarah’s Key”. 

It is a day permanently etched 

in Sarah’s memory but quickly 

forgotten by the people of 

France. It was a date of the 

great Velodrome d’Hiver round-

up in the heart of Paris. Sarah 

was one of many Jewish  

children rounded up that day 

and she is the focus of this work 

of historical fiction by a French writer, Tatiana De 

Rosnay, her first novel in English. 

         Sixty years later, Julia, an American journalist, 

working in Paris begins to research the history of an 

apartment she and her French husband are about to 

move into. In doing so she learns of Sarah’s family 

and what happened to them in July of 1942.  

In tracing Sarah’s journey, she learns that there is a 

general ignorance about this (true) event among the 

French people. She also discovers the connection of 

her husband’s family to this apartment. Julia’s  

journey takes her to different countries including the 

United States. 

         As we follow Julia’s journey and Sarah’s  

ordeal we learn the sad but true facts about the  

occupation of France and how the French have all 

but erased this event from their history. Her journey 

is intertwined with a change in her relationship with 

her husband, his family, her co-workers and the  

people of France. 

        This book is both interesting and informative 

and it is important that we not forget the journey Sa-

rah was forced to take and the path Julia was brave 

enough to follow. Rather than reveal further details 

about their journeys to you, you will enjoy discover-

ing them for yourself as you read this book. 

         Please also note that “Sarah’s Key” is being 

made into a movie, and now being shot in Paris and 

its suburbs. The film, starring Kristin Scott Thomas 

as Julia will be released this year.  

                                                 

SARAHõS KEYSARAHõS KEYSARAHõS KEY   
By: Tatiana De RosnayBy: Tatiana De RosnayBy: Tatiana De Rosnay   

By: Kenneth Landau, Esq 
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We welcome your contributions! 

You can reach the Editor at: 
 

JANE K. CRISTAL, P.C. 
200 Old Country Road, Suite 400 

Mineola, New York  11501 

By phone: 516-739-0102 

By fax: 516-739-0123 

By email: jcristal@cristallaw.com 

Jewish Lawyers Association 

JANE K. CRISTAL, ESQ.            President 

MICHAEL E. RATNER, ESQ.           1st  Vice President 

JONATHAN KROLL, ESQ.            2nd Vice President 

ALAN J. SCHWARTZ, ESQ.           3rd Vice President 

SAMUEL RIEFF, ESQ.                                 Treasurer 

NANCY BERNHEIM, ESQ.            Recording Secretary 

HON. EDWARD A. MARON           Corresponding Secretary 

HON. HOPE SCHWARTZ ZIMMERMAN          Financial Secretary 

ISAAC BLACHOR, ESQ.            Chaplain 

_____________________________ 

JANE K. CRISTAL, ESQ.            JLA Newsletter Editor 

Beyond Never Again: Beyond Never Again: Beyond Never Again:    
How The Holocaust Speaks How The Holocaust Speaks How The Holocaust Speaks    

To Us TodayTo Us TodayTo Us Today   

A new course from the A new course from the A new course from the    
Rohr Jewish Learning InstituteRohr Jewish Learning InstituteRohr Jewish Learning Institute   

           Explore the ways in which the Holocaust 

continues to affect our generation and colors what it 

means to live as a Jew today.  

           The Holocaust forces us to grapple with the 

existence of evil and suffering. It challenges us to 

find faith and optimism in the face of devastation 

and despair. And it humbles us as we encounter  

heroes of the spirit who fought for truth and  

decency in the darkest of times. 

           For more information go to: www.myjli.com/

 

Hofstra Law Alumnus Breaks Hofstra Law Alumnus Breaks Hofstra Law Alumnus Breaks 

Ground on Israel's Supreme CourtGround on Israel's Supreme CourtGround on Israel's Supreme Court   

 L ast summer a revolution hap-

pened in Israel’s  judicial sys-

tem: Neal Hendel  (Hofstra Law 

School '76), on August 26, 2009, 

became one of three new Israeli 

Supreme Court justices who, for 

the first time, were not appointed 

solely by the minister of justice 

or president of the Israeli Su-

preme Court. Instead, a judicial 

selection committee of   justices 

and politicians unanimously agreed on the selection 

of Hendel, along with Judges Uzi Fogelman and 

Yitzhak Amit.                                   

Hendel's selection to serve as one of 15 justices on 

the Supreme Court was the first time that an Israeli 

District Court judge was appointed to the Supreme 

Court on a permanent rather than a trial basis. But 

perhaps more notable is the fact that Hendel is only 

the second United States-born judge to serve on  

Israel's Supreme Court. It has been more than 60 

years since Judge Shimon Agranat of Louisville, 

Source: Insight, 

Hofstra Law Alumni  Newsletter 

 

NETWORKING WITH LINKEDIN,  

FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

          Social networks are experiencing dramatic 

growth. They are mentioned daily in all the  

media. Is there a real benefit? Or, are they just a  

waste of your time? David Pinkowitz, President of 

DCP Marketing Services, has been immersed in 

LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter for 16 months.  

Listen to what he has to say about social media.  

 

          JLA invites you to  attend his briefing on 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the  

Nassau County Bar Association. Refreshments and 

finger food. There is no charge for this meeting.  

You will learn about:  

 

         . Social Networks Communications Features;  

         . Comparison of Social Networks;  

         . Potential Strategies and Goals;  

         . Tips for Getting the Best Results. 

 

          For more information, check out: 

dcpmarketing.com/Social-  

 


